
Australia pre 1950s

On-line photo and newspaper archives in Australia and New Zealand are a rich source of information about early
surfing. Many libraries and museums having on-line photo collections, while the National Library of Australia hosts
Trove, an online newspaper database. The surfresearch website also has an extensive selection of references to
newspaper articles.

Duke Kahanamoku at Freshwater - 1915. Three
handboards and a possible bellyboard can be seen
in the crowd. Photograph by Frank Bell.

Dr. Huntly Gordon Higgins with fellow Scarbor-
ough Scouts (1932): H. Gorham, Higgins, R. Royce,
C. Moore, C. Spivey, G. Knapton, Smith and Hosk-
ing. Recorded as absent were B. Forster and J.
Atkins.

Source: https://magamcollection.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/objects/3538 and Scout photo courtesy Robert Hoskin.

Review of newspaper images from the 1900s highlights the growing popularity of first surf bathing, then surf shooting
which first referred to body surfing but subsequently referred to riding boards prone or standing. It was notable that
any board used in the surf was referred to as a surfboard. In Queensland in the mid - late 1920’s, boards ridden
standing were referred to as “Duke” boards. Publicity regarding Hawaii as a holiday destination and first hand
accounts from tourists added to the early interest in surfing. Small handplanes and bellyboards were reportedly in use
in Sydney but soon gave way to riding waves standing, especially following the visit of Duke Kahanamoku in 1915. By
1937, the January 6 edition of Sydney Mail included a montage of photographs which presumably reflected the Sydney
surfing scene: surfboards, surf skis, surfoplanes and kayaks/canoes. Media accounts through to the 1930s contain
multiple articles about the growth of the lifesaving movement which had expanded from Sydney throughout the state,
spurred in part by drownings but also by competition and the spectacle of surf carnivals, which drew large crowds.

In contrast, newspapers from the 1920s and 1930s from Victoria, Western Australia, Tasmania and South Australia
have photographs of wooden bellyboards at popular beaches, a period book-ended by the great depression and World
War II. The March 7, 1935 edition of Table Talk, a Victorian publication featured two photographs of people with
bellyboards, alongside other pages featuring fur capes and wraps, Toorak weddings, polo and smart clothes at the
Flemington races. Many of the photos from the southern states show women with bellyboards, including older
women. While few photos of bellyboarding were found beyond the 1930s, their use did not end, particularly in
Victoria. The shallow beaches of Lorne and Philip Island, the Perth metropolitan beaches, Adelaide and Hobart area
beaches with “rollers” and “combers” seem well suited to bellyboarders, unlike the “dumpers” experienced on the
east coast. Further, without flippers bellyboards were largely confined to catching whitewater or waves close to shore.
A notable advantage of such boards was that was being able to be ridden in a variety of conditions that might not
suit a surfboard and that basic skills were not difficult to learn. The other advantage of these boards is that they
could be easily made and not at great cost. The 1926 West Australian Truth article below refers to material adapted
for use to surf on (e.g ironing and washing boards as well as a coffin lid) while various articles gave details of how to
make a board. An article in the Argus Junior supplement by ’Handicraft’ appeared on December 31, 1936 and was
repeated in papers from three states: the Northern Star (1937, January 6), The Mercury (1937, January 13), Sunday
Times (Perth, 1937, January 24). Three instructional articles were published in the Age in 1936 and 1937, the final
design a hollow surf-rider (below).



Disappearing ironing and wash boards. Source: “Surf-boards”. Truth, 1926, January 23, page 9

Source: “Surfboards for Summer. How to make your own”. Argus, Junior supplement, 1936, December 31, page 5.



“A simple surfboard”.” “Surfboards for the beach”.

Sources: The Age, Supplement for young people (1936, November 20), page 5 and 1937, January 1, page 4.

“Beach thrills with a surfrider”. Age - Junior supplement (1938, November 4, page 5



The other interesting thing about these early accounts was the novelty factor and uses the boards were put to,
including as a cricket wicket, table, sand sled and a hurdle.

“Why worry about snow”.
“Novel use for a surfboard was found by this pair
at Lorne”.

Source: The Sun News-Pictorial, January 5, 1929 and January 8, 1929.

“...The novel use for the surfboard will not be lost
upon bathers who dine at the seaside”.

“... these boys made the best of things with an old
surfboard”.

Source: The Daily Telegraph, August 13, 1928 and the West Australian, January 15, 1929.

.



“Scouts ingenuity solved the dressing-shed problem
with surfboards”. “Fair Women and Fast Horses”.

Source: The Sun News-Pictorial, February 20, 1936 and the Sydney Sportsman, September 10, 1932.

“Hurdling a surfboard at Point Leo”. “Keeping cool at Nielson Park”.

Source: The Herald, December 27, 1938 and the Bundaberg Daily News and Mail, January 17, 1931.

1 New South Wales

The first references to surfing identified in Australian newspapers was in the Manly area. A 1913 letter in the Sun
stated the author and his six brothers had been “board shooters” for over seven years. However, there are very few
photos of bellyboards in NSW prior to the 1950s. In the 1915 photo with Duke Kahanamoku, small handboards are
evident and possibly a longer board.A Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate article (1927, 28 April, page 5)
refers to harm caused by small boards,while “.. some of the larger ones weigh half a hundredweight). Very small
boards in the hands of children, can also be seen in 1933 and 1944 issues of The Newcastle Sun, while a 1953 article
suggests a 3’6” board as a Christmas toy. Otherwise no photos of adult bellyboards could be found. Compared to the
large number of photos in Victorian and West Australian newspapers, this is surprising. There are a number of
possible reasons for this paucity of newspaper and archive photos.

NSW has surf in populated areas and there were numerous letters raising concerns about injuries and the risk of
injury posed to surf bathers from people surf-shooting, with or without boards. A Melbourne Argus article of
January 7, 1911 reported that surfboards were forbidden in Sydney, though there were also concerns the local
ordinances weren’t being enforced (Sydney Morning Herald January 1913). A 29 January 1912 article in The
Sun(page 8) reported ”numerous mishap” and that a woman was knocked down at Coogee and had to be resuscitated.
Thus while surf-shooting was popular, it also had a mixed reputation. A January 31, 1913 article in the Sun called
for the urgent appointment of surf Inspectors, noting a “number of abuses creeping into the pastime” : “The
surf-board fiend, the reckless breaker shooter, the hatpin danger, the indecent sunbaker, and the flimsily-costumed



surfer”. Further north, a 1919 Newcastle Morning Herald article called for the ban on surf-boards to be re-introduced.
Media support for surf-shooting was ambivalent.

Put a stop to this dangerous practice.

Source: Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners Advocate, January 7, 1919 and The Sun 23 January 1913, page 9.

Further, Harald Baker in a 1914 article titled ’Joys of the Surf’ (Evening News, 1 January 1914, page 4) stated:

With the class of waves we get here it would be an utter impossibility to shoot them with a board. I mean,
of course, with a long, full length board. The board that is most suited to our shoots is the hand board,
although at Manly and Freshwater long boards are very often used, but only in fairly moderate weather.
To use a big board in a heavy sea, such as we get here, would be highly dangerous to the shooter.

Surf shooting without a board remained very popular as evidenced by a 1927 article by Ernest Henry, titled “surf
shooting- the tricks explained”. However, despite bans stand up surfboards grew in popularity and featured in many
photos. While these were also a hazard amongst surf bathers, in competent hands, they could be ridden further out
and were likely more photogenic and akin to the photos appearing from Hawaii. The popularity of Duke
Kahanamoku as a sportsman also likely enhanced their appeal. After the depression, innovation and technology
called. The surfoplane was introduced to the world in 1932, at Bondi. With their increased flotation, surfoplanes may
have negated interest in wooden bellyboards. They also spurred similar surfcraft, such as the Dunlop rubber
bellyboard seen in the February 19, 1932 issue of the National Advocate (Bathurst).

Baker (1914) also provided guidance on surf-shooting board design and technique:

The hand board is usually made from a piece of cedar, about 18in to 20in long by about 8in to 10in wide.
It is square at one end and half circular at the other, the edges being rounded off all round. Some boards
have holes in either side about the middle of the board for the insertion of the thumbs, as with an artiste
pallet. Others, again, have a loose strap across the middle from side to side, and tacked in the centre.
This forms a place for both hands while shooting, and helps a good deal in holding it.

A hand board is much more readily used in moderately shallow water than in deep. In shootlng in shallow



water the board is held extended in front of the body. As the wave catches or breaks the shooter dives
forward, as in a shoot, with arms out. You are able in this way to carry your head very high, while your
shoulders are well out in advance of the wave. In this manner a shooter is able to travel on the smallest
eddy right up to shore. To shoot in deep water, with a board, is quite another matter. It is much harder,
because you only have one hand to use in “getting off”. In taking a wave in deep water it is necessary to
lie in the “catch” of the wave, with your underneath arm extended and grasping the board, by the
underneath arm I mean to interpret that if you are a right-handed swimmer your right hand will be your
under arm, while your left will be your overarm. As the wave breaks you take a powerful stroke with your
overarm, and then bring it forward on to the board, at the same moment give one solid snappy kick with
the legs. If your timing is right this will get you ’well away.’ You will simply fly for the shore - your head
well up, eyes taking in a complete panorama of the surroundings: you give a “honk-honk” as you shoot
past others, and they scatter out of your course like chickens front a motor. Your board, meanwhile, is
driving the foam to either side like an ocean greyhound doing the measured mile - but do be careful that
the beach policeman isn’t watching you.

Surf shooting.

Source: The Daily Telegraph, 19 January, 1912 page 8 and The Sun, 31 January 1912, page 3.

Republished Punch cartoon. The World News (Sydney) August 22 1914, page15.



Joys of the surf. Handboard-shooting. Surfing. Use of boards. Trouble at Coogee.

Source: Baker, Harald. Evening News, January 1, 1914, page 4 and April 11 1914, page 10.

“... Ready to enter the surf to ride the waves on their miniature surfboards at Newcastle Beach”.
Newcastle Sun, 13 January 1933, page 10.



“All alone”. Manly
“The surf smile. Away from the
kitchen stove, this is the life for me”.

Source: The Labor Daily, September 6, 1932, page 5 and September 20, 1933, page 5.

“What are the wild waves saying”. Dunlop Perdrian board at Bondi. National Advocate, 1932,19 February, page 4.



Ernest Henry (1927). Surf shooting - the tricks explained. Smiths Weekly, 24 December 1927, page 4.



While surfboard collectors have old wooden boards in their collections, the origin of these boards is often difficult to
establish.

“Barbara Brown-Parker leaves
the water with her new surf
board”.

Australian redwood board found under
a house at Umina Beach.

Photos: The Newcastle Sun, 10 October 1944; Wayne Priestly.

Fanny and Ellie Cook, from Failford with cedar
boards.

Grays brand bellyboards bought to
Australia by Mr and Mrs Milne from
England. The boards were used at Fly-
nns beach on visits to Port Macquarie
in the 1950s.

Source: Photo from Doust, J: Past days around Wallis Lake, its rivers and villages. c. 1999 and Port Macquarie
Surfing Museum.



Reportedly Sydney, May 1931.

“Man riding a surfboard in a prone position”.

Original source unknown; Manly Art Gallery & Museum website. Frank Bell photograph, pre. 1922.



2 Northern Territory

The Northern Territory is not known for surf and little is known about indigenous surfing in Australia, prior to the
1950s. The excerpt from a US documentary narrated by Ray Forrest demonstrates there might be a lot more to the
story.

Excerpt from https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UJ9tGC8fMVc Aborigines of Arnhem Land Bill Gordon, 30-40s. Arnhem Land.

3 Queensland

Greenmount 1912.

1914 - Hugh Gasteen, Ena Muller, Hilda
Watkins and Rud Muller at Greenmount
Beach.

Source: Photo courtesy Baker, T. Australia’s Century of Surf and (R) unknown.



Surf-shooting (a term still used in 1944) was popular in Queensland, though there was limited media coverage
identified. In 1925 a 14-year old child wrote of using a surfboard while spending his holidays at Burleigh Head and
articles from 1925 and 1927 refer to surfing with and without boards. However most interest was in the bigger “Duke”
boards. The 1934 article refers to small boards, though no length is specified. Control of surfboards and “other floats”
was raised as a concern in 1944 (Author unknown, 1944, July 17).

“Unalloyed joy. Holiday at the Tweed. A
brilliant spectacle”. “Sunshine and Surf. Crowds at beaches”.

Sources: The Brisbane Courier, 28 December 1925, page 5 and The Courier-Mail, 10 January 1927, page 10.

“Gaily painted surf boards”. “Surf riding”

Sources: The Telegraph, 26 December 1931, page 9 and (R) The Brisbane Courier, 2 January 1933, page 12.



“How I spent my holidays”. “A graceful performer on the surf board”.

Sources: The Telegraph, 21 February 1925, page 10 and Daily Standard, 11 January 1932, page 15.



Maroochydore c. 1924. Winnie Moore 1924, Kirra.

Source: Photos courtesy Gary Clist and Mooloolooba Surf Museum.

Ted Crease 1920s, Main Beach. Ted Crease 1920s, Main Beach.

Source: Photos Karen Wright.



Main Beach c.1922. Longhurst, R (1994). Southport images of Yesteryear 1880-1955.

Wood boards from different eras and locations.

Wood skim boards (2’10” x 13 3/4” and 2’6” x 14”)
occasionally used as bellyboards on Stradbroke Island
and Dicky Beach. Made c.1930s by Samuel Blunt, a
Brisbane cabinet-maker. Grandson Harold recalls riding
them as a child.

Source: Currumbin Surfworld museum and Gary O’Donnell.



“Young Surfers Paradise Life Savers preparing for the first ever flipper race at a Broadbeach Surf Carnival, 1947”.
Source: City Council, Local Studies Print Photographs LS LSP013723.

Flippers paved the way for bellyboards to be more than a shorebreak adventure. Source: City Council, Local Studies
Print Photographs LS LSP013723.



4 South Australia

Although relatively few photos were located in South Australian newspapers, those located spanned the period 1930
to 1938. What these and other photos show is that bellyboards were popular in this period and into the 1940s. A
1950s magazine contained a photo of Judith Ingoldby at Moana. Ms Ingoldby had recently returned from a trip to
England. The c. 1926 photo by Doris Constance Barnes appeared in print in 1928 and one of the earliest photos of
South Australian surfing.

“Surfers with planks in Petrel Cove, c. 1926”. Source: https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+52721 and
Observer (1928, March 3), page 37. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/165638426

“Coming out of the surf with
their surfboards are Misses
Nancy Angus and Mary Lucas”
.

“Miss Eileen Sudholz is shown
in action on a surfboard.”

Sources: The Register News Pictorial, 6 January 1930, page 1 and The Chronicle l7 January, 1932, page 41.



“A view of one of the several sunbathed, sun-fringed beaches at Victor Harbour beaches”.Source: The Advertiser, 31
December 1932, page 20.

“Enjoying the surf at Chiton Rocks. The thrill of surfing”. Source: News 27 December, 1933, page 8.



“Real Surfing”. Jack Hammer of Adelaide. Source: Truth(Perth), 16 February 1930, page 6.

“Snapshots at Chiton Rocks”. Patty O’Dea and Lorraine Wood. Source: The Advertiser, 1 January 1935, page 7.



“On sunny Victor Harbour(S.A). Safely landed on a good roller”. Source: The Australasian 11 January 1936, page 29.

“Burst Of Warm Weather Stimulates Surf Revels At Victor Harbour. Mrs Aubrey Kellner sped shorewards in dashing
style”. Source: The Advertiser 1 January, 1936, page 7.



Although poor quality, the photo below appeared in a new Zealand newspaper. The photo caption states:“
FAVOURITE SUMMER PASTIME. In the surf at Victor Harbour, South Australia, where swimmers are very expert
in the use of the surf-board. Surfing has gained in popularity in New Zealand of recent years, and similar scenes may
be seen, on summer days at Lyall Bay and other beaches round Wellington”, which highlights both the popularity of
surfing in South Australia but also New Zealand at the time.

“Favourite summer pastime, 1936”. Evening Post, 7 March 1936, page 23.
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/evening-post/1936/03/07/23.

“Riding the surf to shore”.
“Here are Messrs. Neil and Ewan Goodchild
on the way to the water.

Source: “Surf and topless bathers at Moana.” News, 1938 17 January, page 10.



1940s 4’6” South Aust. Hire board. SDR
-Surf Dumper Riders.

1940s 4’6” South Aust. Hire
board. Bottom view

Source: Mike Brown collection.

Jack Holder- 1944 in Bougainville.“.. it was
safer lying down” Graham Avery - Pt Elliot 1947.

Source: Tracks Oct 2003, p. 41 and Source: Reid, C (2019). Cactus.



1930s 5’ oak and maple board. Deck view. Copper plates fasten the board.

Source: Mike Brown collection

Lamaroo reported to have been rented by Victor
Harbour Hotel 1930-40. Lamaroo nose.

Source: ‘Red Robo’.



Victor Harbour. Picturesque Australia c.1930.

Lamaroo bottom.

Source: Insert by South Australian Government Publicity and
Tourist Bureau, Adelaide and “Red Robo” photo.

https://www.surfresearch.com.au/1930_Picturesque_Australia.html
https://www.surfresearch.com.au/1930_Picturesque_Australia.html


Sam Burston and friends at Chiton Beach. Late 1920s.

Surfers on the beach. Chiton Beach c. 1930. Photo by Charles Hoffman.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roy Burston and
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+73330/11.



Six foot, 1940s board.

5’5” board.

Source: Photos by Mike Brown.

Mike Brown advised: “Story goes the guy who made them was a Patternmaker for Holdens down here at Peterhead
Factory. This was in the 40’s. The Yanks used to send down car parts for re assembly at this place Packards Caddys
etc. Anyway he was a ‘Surfer’ as was his wife The parts for cars came in wooden boxes. They were made of
Cherrywood a hard timber ... He painted them “Holden Blue” ... Vee in the nose as you can see, 6’ one for him, 5’5”
for Mum. He made the brackets to clamp on the passengers side of his car. Very clever guy except his wife couldnt
open her door as it was clamped with the board carrier.”



































































Bellyboards in the surf: December 1947. Items held by State Library of Victoria. Collection as part of Victorian
Railways collection: https://find.slv.vic.gov.au/permalink/61SLV INST/17t49l2/alma9917030303607636.



Bellyboards in the surf: December 1947. Items held by State Library of Victoria. Collection as part of Victorian
Railways collection: https://find.slv.vic.gov.au/permalink/61SLV INST/17t49l2/alma9917030303607636.

“Happy people have fun on holidays.
Bringing back the surfboard, with two
pretty assistants, at Lorne”.

“You’re in the money if you’re in a
circle, and another £2 for the young
lad with the glasses in the group of
surfboard riders.”

The Argus 11 January 1950, page 5. The Age 16 January 1953, page 4.



Source: Alison Gray, Portsea. Australasian Post,9 January 1947. https://collections.sea.museum/objects/ with
additional detail provided by Kate Pentecost

Lightning Bolt.
Boards: 4 to 5’6 x 11 -15” used at Lorne and Torquay
guesthouses.

Photos courtesy Laurie Thompson and Bob Smith.



While the origins of the
boards below are not
specifically known,
they are located in the
Torquay area.

While the origins of the
boards below are not
specifically known,
they are located in the
Torquay area.

Photos courtesy Bryan Hayden.

An original Lightning Bolt, Nose with reinforcement, Protective brass insert in nose area. Bryan Hayden collection.



67 x 1115 x 308 mm board. This and other boards were used by Jen-
nifer Smyth (nee Haggard), her brother and sister on Phillip Island
through the 1930s until they were eventually replaced by surfoplanes.Photo:
https://collections.sea.museum/objects/

Another Smyth family
board. Photo courtesy
Benita Buchanan.

.

Summerland Golf House, Phillip Island 1935. Jennifer Smyth’s father - Geoffrey Haggard and her sister, Jacqueline
with one of the boards behind them on the verandah. Photo courtesy Benita Buchanan.



“2 women walking in shallows at beach, whole-length, to right, one
holding beach ball, the other a surfboard”. Source identified by
Stephanie McCarthy-Reece, Waverley Library N.S.W.

Victorian Railways, c. 1940-1954. https://viewer.slv.vic.gov.au/.



7 Western Australia

Newspaper photos indicate surfing was popular on Perth’s metropolitan beaches, particularly Scarborough, though
evidence of surfing south to Bunbury and north to Geraldton was reported. The Geraldton Guardian of 11 March
1926 (page 10 noted that surfing ’is the “rage” on the metropolitan beaches, and every week-end one can see hosts of
merry-makers with surf-boards disporting among the breakers’. H.E.C’s column in the 2 February 1928 issue of the
Western Mail noted that visitors from the eastern states “first drew attention to Geraldton’s facilities for surfing and
for boards” (page 31).

In terms of what was being surfed, the Truth of January 23 1926 has a column referring to the problem of
disappearing ironing boards from guesthouses, re-purposed to ride waves. Two years later H.E.C describes the boards
ridden at Geraldton, as head high x 16 inches wide x 1/2” thick. The articles by H.E.C also offers tips to riding the
boards (below). Interestingly , a short report in the West Australian of 7 February 1931, records a case in the Perth
Childrens’ Court of four boys who stole four surfboards valued at 2 pounds 10 shillings (12 shillings 50 pence each), a
price comparable to the Tasmanian boards of 1938. Punishment was 12 months probation (page 11). A possible
difference between West Australia and Victoria, is that a 7 December 1929 West Australian photo caption
commented that “few of the fair sex have been tempted” to ride surfboards whereas Victorian photos abound with
women. This likely changed as a Call News photo of 6 February 1931 shows. This photo is also interesting because it
notes: “Gaiety isn’t clouded by financial worries in the breakers where these happy girl surfers are enjoying life to the
full.” (page 1). Another photo, in The Daily News of 30 January 1931 is captioned: “Now bring on your depression”
(page 2). Surfing clearly was seen as a way to escape the hardships of the times. A story about a stolen board
reported there were a 1000 surfboards at Scarborough (Mirror February 4 1933, page 11).

Disappearing ironing and wash boards. “Surfing at Geraldton.”

Source: “Surf-boards”. Truth, January 23 1926, page 9. H.E.C. ‘Shooting “Green Uns”.’ The West Australian 2
February 1928, page 29.



H.E.C. ‘Shooting “Green Uns”.’ The West Australian 2 February 1928, page 29.



The Western Mail February 11, 1926. Cover.



“Boys of the beach.” “Coming in on a roller.”

Source: The West Australian (Pictorial section) 2 February 1928, page viii.

“Surfing Bunbury. Carried on the wave. The recent surf carnival at Bunbury saw
some spirited expositions of the use of surf-boards.”

“On the crest of a wave. Surf boards have been introduced on metropolitan beaches,
but, so far only a few of the fair sex have been tempted to ride the waves in this
way.”

Source: The West Australian 2 February 1928, page 29 and 7 December 1929, page 6.



“Riding the Surf”, c.1929

“Swimmers with the type of board used at Scarborough”c.1929. Bros Kurvil & Freddy Bartlet on ends, others
unidentified. Bob Brown photo.

Source: Originally in the Western Mail (1929, 24 January), p.63. Republished in Old Scarborough by Chris Holyday.



“Riding the waves on surf boards is becoming a popular
sport on metropolitan beaches as this picture taken at
Ocean Beach, Cottesloe, yesterday, shows.”

“Hundreds of bathers used their surf-boards at Scarbor-
ough during the Christmas holidays. The photograph
shows a surfer waiting for the wave to pick him up.”

Source: The West Australian 9 December 1929, page 22 and 29 December 1930, page 10.

“Increasing popularity of Scarborough Beach.” The Sunday Times, 20 April 1930, page 13.



“Scarborough Beach - West Australia’s most popular surfing beach.”

“Real Surfing. A well-known wool-buyer, Mr Jack Hammer of Adelaide shows
the ’boys’ at Scarborough the real way to use a surf board. He is one of South
Australia’s cleverest exponents”.

Source: The Truth, 16 February 1930 pages 10 and 16.



“Gaiety isn’t clouded by financial worries in the breakers where these happy girl surfers are
enjoying life to the full.”

“Now bring on your depression”.

Source: Call News, 6 February 1931, pages 1. The Daily News, 30 January 1931, page 2.



“Summer seas and surf boards.”

“On their way to the surf”.

Source: The Daily News, 13 February 1932, page 4.The Sunday Times 13 November 1932, page 9.

McGovern’s store c.1932, with boards to the left. Source: Jim King’s Surfing down south.

https://surfingdownsouth.com.au/2023/12/16/old-scarborough-beach-images/


Scarborough beach hire board -
early 20th century. Scarborough beach hire board - early 20th century.

Photos courtesy Rhys Jones.

“Surfboards at Scarborough.” The Western Mail 28 January 1932, page 17.



“Surf boards Scarborough.”

“This looks like summer” - Scarborough

Source: The West Australian 7 November 1932, page 12. Mirror November 4 1933, page 1.



“Surfboard shindy at Scarborough.” Mirror February 4 1933, page 11.



“Tis surf time again.”

“Riding the surf. Despite the excitement caused by the undertow, surfers at Scarborough
enjoyed themselves last weekend.”

Source: The Sunday Times November 12 1933, page 1. The Swan Leader 17 November 1933, page 1.















https://surfingdownsouth.com.au/2023/12/16/old-scarborough-beach-images/
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