Australia pre 1950s

On-line photo and newspaper archives in Australia and New Zealand are a rich source of information about early
surfing. Many libraries and museums having on-line photo collections, while the National Library of Australia hosts
Trove, an online newspaper database. The surfresearch website also has an extensive selection of references to
newspaper articles.

Dr. Huntly Gordon Higgins with fellow Scarbor-
: ough Scouts (1932): H. Gorham, Higgins, R. Royce,
Duke Kahanamoku at Freshwater - 1915. Three C. Moore, C. Spivey, G. Knapton, Smith and Hosk-

handboards and a possible bellyboard can be seen ing. Recorded as absent were B. Forster and J.
in the crowd. Photograph by Frank Bell. Atkins.

Source: https://magamcollection.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/objects/3538 and Scout photo courtesy Robert Hoskin.

Review of newspaper images from the 1900s highlights the growing popularity of first surf bathing, then surf shooting
which first referred to body surfing but subsequently referred to riding boards prone or standing. It was notable that
any board used in the surf was referred to as a surfboard. In Queensland in the mid - late 1920’s, boards ridden
standing were referred to as “Duke” boards. Publicity regarding Hawaii as a holiday destination and first hand
accounts from tourists added to the early interest in surfing. Small handplanes and bellyboards were reportedly in use
in Sydney but soon gave way to riding waves standing, especially following the visit of Duke Kahanamoku in 1915. By
1937, the January 6 edition of Sydney Mail included a montage of photographs which presumably reflected the Sydney
surfing scene: surfboards, surf skis, surfoplanes and kayaks/canoes. Media accounts through to the 1930s contain
multiple articles about the growth of the lifesaving movement which had expanded from Sydney throughout the state,
spurred in part by drownings but also by competition and the spectacle of surf carnivals, which drew large crowds.

In contrast, newspapers from the 1920s and 1930s from Victoria, Western Australia, Tasmania and South Australia
have photographs of wooden bellyboards at popular beaches, a period book-ended by the great depression and World
War II. The March 7, 1935 edition of Table Talk, a Victorian publication featured two photographs of people with
bellyboards, alongside other pages featuring fur capes and wraps, Toorak weddings, polo and smart clothes at the
Flemington races. Many of the photos from the southern states show women with bellyboards, including older
women. While few photos of bellyboarding were found beyond the 1930s, their use did not end, particularly in
Victoria. The shallow beaches of Lorne and Philip Island, the Perth metropolitan beaches, Adelaide and Hobart area
beaches with “rollers” and “combers” seem well suited to bellyboarders, unlike the “dumpers” experienced on the
east coast. Further, without flippers bellyboards were largely confined to catching whitewater or waves close to shore.
A notable advantage of such boards was that was being able to be ridden in a variety of conditions that might not
suit a surfboard and that basic skills were not difficult to learn. The other advantage of these boards is that they
could be easily made and not at great cost. The 1926 West Australian Truth article below refers to material adapted
for use to surf on (e.g ironing and washing boards as well as a coffin lid) while various articles gave details of how to
make a board. An article in the Argus Junior supplement by ’Handicraft’ appeared on December 31, 1936 and was
repeated in papers from three states: the Northern Star (1937, January 6), The Mercury (1937, January 13), Sunday
Times (Perth, 1937, January 24). Three instructional articles were published in the Age in 1936 and 1937, the final
design a hollow surf-rider (below).



SURF-BOARDS.

Disappearing ironing and wash boards. Source: “Surf-boards”. Truth, 1926, January 23, page 9
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Surfboards for Summer

How to Make
Your Own

Many of you will ge 1o the beaih for puur
holidays, Ii you do, u swtboard will help
wou ls enjoy powsell thooughly  Yuw can
uahe e casily

HERE are two types of surfbusrd —w free
sarfhosrd snd = towing ,urrb-.-re "o
i in often called, an squaplane  Kven boys
who 60 not swim well will And thai & free

s buoyant enough Lo curty them salely
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AN AQUAPLANKE —A mul.:r Ilnnl In tegquired
tow the sguaplane (Fig 30 because ol Lhe
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Source: “Surfboards for Summer. How to make your own”. Argus, Junior supplement, 1936, December 31, page 5.



A SIMPLE SURF BOARD.
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intending holiday makers Information

about making a surt board, asked for by J. 8.

Holiday Makery’ Guide.
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“Beach thrills with a surfrider”. Age - Junior supplement (1938, November 4, page 5



The other interesting thing about these early accounts was the novelty factor and uses the boards were put to,
including as a cricket wicket, table, sand sled and a hurdle.

NOY ) LSl or i i

i board was found by this pan
WHY WORRY ABOUT SNOW, when it Lorne, who enjoved a
one can slide down the eliff on a surf board? vame' of epieler at - i
Miss Phyllis Rebb and Mr. Brvan Gowan SR
introducing @ new idea to Portses

“Novel use for a surfboard was found by this pair
“Why worry about snow”. at Lorne”.

Source: The Sun News-Pictorial, January 5, 1929 and January 8, 1929.

:

“...The novel use for the surfboard will not be lost “... these boys made the best of things with an old
upon bathers who dine at the seaside”. surfboard”.

Source: The Daily Telegraph, August 13, 1928 and the West Australian, January 15, 1929.



‘air Women and Fast Horses
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“Scouts ingenuity solved the dressing-shed problem
with surfboards”. “Fair Women and Fast Horses”.

Source: The Sun News-Pictorial, February 20, 1936 and the Sydney Sportsman, September 10, 1932.

KEEFING GOOL AT MELSON PARK

_ACEET . LF V\f'(‘;;—‘\

A sl dosard sayd & coupls ol friends provi ded & salmwater thrill far this smaside g’

“Hurdling a surfboard at Point Leo”. “Keeping cool at Nielson Park”.

Source: The Herald, December 27, 1938 and the Bundaberg Daily News and Mail, January 17, 1931.

1 New South Wales

The first references to surfing identified in Australian newspapers was in the Manly area. A 1913 letter in the Sun
stated the author and his six brothers had been “board shooters” for over seven years. However, there are very few
photos of bellyboards in NSW prior to the 1950s. In the 1915 photo with Duke Kahanamoku, small handboards are
evident and possibly a longer board.A Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate article (1927, 28 April, page 5)
refers to harm caused by small boards,while “.. some of the larger ones weigh half a hundredweight). Very small
boards in the hands of children, can also be seen in 1933 and 1944 issues of The Newcastle Sun, while a 1953 article
suggests a 3’6” board as a Christmas toy. Otherwise no photos of adult bellyboards could be found. Compared to the
large number of photos in Victorian and West Australian newspapers, this is surprising. There are a number of
possible reasons for this paucity of newspaper and archive photos.

NSW has surf in populated areas and there were numerous letters raising concerns about injuries and the risk of
injury posed to surf bathers from people surf-shooting, with or without boards. A Melbourne Argus article of
January 7, 1911 reported that surfboards were forbidden in Sydney, though there were also concerns the local
ordinances weren’t being enforced (Sydney Morning Herald January 1913). A 29 January 1912 article in The
Sun(page 8) reported "numerous mishap” and that a woman was knocked down at Coogee and had to be resuscitated.
Thus while surf-shooting was popular, it also had a mixed reputation. A January 31, 1913 article in the Sun called
for the urgent appointment of surf Inspectors, noting a “number of abuses creeping into the pastime” : “The
surf-board fiend, the reckless breaker shooter, the hatpin danger, the indecent sunbaker, and the flimsily-costumed



surfer”. Further north, a 1919 Newcastle Morning Herald article called for the ban on surf-boards to be re-introduced.

Media support for surf-shooting was ambivalent.

; THE BATHIHG SEASON.

COUNTRY VISITORS PLEASED,

T o s e

The bathing scason s now In full gwing
In Neweastle, and bathers say the facili-
tief were never better.

Hundreds of country visitors have en-|§
j foyed their stay In Newecastle, and they|,
,ean be cxpecied to come 8gain  next
. year. Forlunagtely, the conditions during

+ the holldays have been favourable for surf|:
,hnthin: and the visltors spent hours in
| the water duily., The only objectlcouble

feature wis the re-introduction of the
_ BUFf boards, and sieps will have to be
ylaken to put a stop lo the pracilce,|

which |e highly dangeroos, when hundreds g
‘of men, women, and children, are disport- |,
ing themss ‘Avea In the breakers. Nutlr-u 1
are posied on Mowcastle Beach prohibit-|]
lng the 22¢ of the hoards, and the hench!:
Ingpertors should see (hat the regulailon|«
(In_obaerved, [

-

Put a stop to this dangerous practice.

SURF-BOARD SHOOTING.

“Board-shooter” writes:—

“In the ‘Sun's’ edition of January 22 [ read
with much regret that the Manly Council in-
tend to suppress the gplendid sport of sur(-
board shooting.

“1 more than agreed with Alderman Hea-
ton when he sald that ‘o number of young
fellows met excellent sport from the boards,
and if they keep away from the crowd they
can't do any harm.'

"l and my six brothers have been board-
sfooters for over seven years, and have
never had or caused an accident to anyone.

“In my oplnion, board-shooting is Infinitely
eafer than the ordinary method of shooting,
&8 4 man with a board never has to bury hls
head, and can therefore see all the time
where he s golng, which 1s not the case
without a board,

“Aguln, a man who can use a board can |

steer as well as If he were In a koat., I, or
any of my brothers, would undertake to
steer through the thickest of crowds v\ithout
touchlnx a soul,

“It seems hard that the king mathoﬂ of
brealer-skooting should be abollshed by &
faw Loo old to acquire the art.

“Besldes, surely Manly Beach 15 large

enough to perm:t of both classes of sport.
Why, then, be dog-in-the-manger, and pro=-
hlhtt%oard--hoolinz by resérving Lthe beach
for the paddiers?

If Alderman Neale had hia way, he ap-
parently would stop shooting altogether, and
gonsequéntly sur! bathing.

“I notleed ln vour lasue of rome montha
past that Mr Cecll Healy mentioned that
board-shooting was indulged In In Sputh
Africa. Why not here?

Source: Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners Advocate, January 7, 1919 and The Sun 23 January 1913, page 9.

Further, Harald Baker in a 1914 article titled *Joys of the Surf’ (Evening News, 1 January 1914, page 4) stated:

With the class of waves we get here it would be an utter impossibility to shoot them with a board. I mean,
of course, with a long, full length board. The board that is most suited to our shoots is the hand board,
although at Manly and Freshwater long boards are very often used, but only in fairly moderate weather.
To use a big board in a heavy sea, such as we get here, would be highly dangerous to the shooter.

Surf shooting without a board remained very popular as evidenced by a 1927 article by Ernest Henry, titled “surf
shooting- the tricks explained”. However, despite bans stand up surfboards grew in popularity and featured in many
photos. While these were also a hazard amongst surf bathers, in competent hands, they could be ridden further out
and were likely more photogenic and akin to the photos appearing from Hawaii. The popularity of Duke
Kahanamoku as a sportsman also likely enhanced their appeal. After the depression, innovation and technology
called. The surfoplane was introduced to the world in 1932, at Bondi. With their increased flotation, surfoplanes may
have negated interest in wooden bellyboards. They also spurred similar surfcraft, such as the Dunlop rubber
bellyboard seen in the February 19, 1932 issue of the National Advocate (Bathurst).

Baker (1914) also provided guidance on surf-shooting board design and technique:

The hand board is usually made from a piece of cedar, about 18in to 20in long by about 8in to 10in wide.
It is square at one end and half circular at the other, the edges being rounded off all round. Some boards
have holes in either side about the middle of the board for the insertion of the thumbs, as with an artiste
pallet. Others, again, have a loose strap across the middle from side to side, and tacked in the centre.
This forms a place for both hands while shooting, and helps a good deal in holding it.

A hand board is much more readily used in moderately shallow water than in deep. In shootlng in shallow



water the board is held extended in front of the body. As the wave catches or breaks the shooter dives
forward, as in a shoot, with arms out. You are able in this way to carry your head very high, while your
shoulders are well out in advance of the wave. In this manner a shooter is able to travel on the smallest
eddy right up to shore. To shoot in deep water, with a board, is quite another matter. It is much harder,
because you only have one hand to use in “getting off”. In taking a wave in deep water it is necessary to
lie in the “catch” of the wave, with your underneath arm extended and grasping the board, by the
underneath arm I mean to interpret that if you are a right-handed swimmer your right hand will be your
under arm, while your left will be your overarm. As the wave breaks you take a powerful stroke with your
overarm, and then bring it forward on to the board, at the same moment give one solid snappy kick with
the legs. If your timing is right this will get you 'well away.” You will simply fly for the shore - your head
well up, eyes taking in a complete panorama of the surroundings: you give a “honk-honk” as you shoot
past others, and they scatter out of your course like chickens front a motor. Your board, meanwhile, is
driving the foam to either side like an ocean greyhound doing the measured mile - but do be careful that

the beach policeman isn’t watching you.

YSTRF BHOOTING.™

Hhooting lhe bréskers I8 a favorlie pastime
with the mafority of surf batlhers, Thers ap-
pears to be p fastinatlon in meetlng o etrong
breaker o long distuncs from the beach, and
rising on the crest of the wave, shopt with
great velocliy to the shore. The pastims ia
very exhilaorating, and is indulged in by young
and old, but it hag Its dangersus Eide, On the
various surf beaches youlhs may be seen swim-
ming out with surl boarde about a fool In
jepgth, und plunge headlong ameong the swim-
mers, to the danger of children and women.
The Manly Councll’s oMecrg ars atrict in regard
tg the usa of surf boards, pod generally offend-
ors are cautloped wund requested to move lo
a pafe distance from the hathers. Many peopie
are of opinion that surf boards should bLe for-
pidden on the main beaches, such as Coogee,
Manly, and Bondl, where thousands bathe dur-
ing the summer months. A eareless surf shooter
witheut boards can inflict a severs bump upon
a bather, while the risk ia Increased if the
shooter rips through the water with a plece of
wood in front of him,

Surf shooting.

safety of “he Lathing public,
L L] - - L]

One of the most urgent necessities In con-
nection with surfing is the appointment of
EFurl inspectors, and delay In this respect i3
responsible for a number of akuses vreaping
inta the pastime. The surf-bhoard flend, the |
reckless breaker shooter, the hatpin dangerv,
the indecent sunbaker, and the Nimsily-cos- |
tumead surler require controlling. These evils
would #peedily disappear If a number of
membera of the life-saving clubs wera em-
powered tn thke action, and remove or pro-
wecute neople guilty of any offence detrimen-
tal to the good order of the beach und the

Source: The Daily Telegraph, 19 January, 1912 page 8 and The Sun, 31 January 1912, page 3.

Surf-rider: “I'ip almost sure this lsn’t a bit the way it's dope fu those ilustrated
y  papers!
H

L

~*London Punch.”

Republished Punch cartoon. The World News (Sydney) August 22 1914, pagel5.



JOYS OF THE _SllIF.
| HAND-BOARD _SHOUTING.

. HOW TO MAKE AND USE ONE.

By HARALLD BARKER.

|

Lt soatigg Au*n frem the viv i @l & BE
'p:--’tunr h: vory mearly ibo Lmi of thrill
and peSsalion Mauy of Us have been Acroml
e srenlc railmay &1 Lhe White City, man¥,
igutn, have abot 1he chute, while others bave
traed I Lobowgs o We have lall pur lﬂ'tl"::
jump Up lo var Lhroals as Wwe Were sbout i
miaki the mast rapld and prosipilous descenis.
All these thiogs liirrally Leem with sease”
tion

ey, Lowavir, Whab Breaker shouliag [l there
s moythlng ot wil. welj | faocy It must be
shooting th- Wavua with a surf board. Thia
migbt #lmost bo called the “diEty limit* of
aerye Larll Mae «ffect of Learing aleog 0 4
motes (al 4! something like 9 miles an our
5. indeed, fine, ss slae must b “leoplng the
jrop® with a8 scroplane; bul theae thimzEs WF
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mg. Your owa body i the machipe thas
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Joys of the surf. Handboard-shooting.
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~ SURFINS.

USE OF BOL03.
TROUBLE AT COOGEE.

BY BANALD BakEm
Surf bhoards, Golh |eng asd sherl, are B
Becoming guite & crase Whils it has b
aimost & praciles at Manly for soms Feor
te uee Lhis means of ridiog ts savea
:::L-u beeg adopird generally oa @
braihes
Now ihat ihe winier la cresping o, howay:
many of ihe cluba are iaking wdvantags

goe and Maroubrs, The winter wesihet, wl
lis wealerlies and low-runping breskers, sbo
¢ simirably suitsd io (W Pescinaling

thme; for, with saything |ike & RIF o=
an our comst It ls guite owt of 1
Jyeslinn to use & joag board. Homs |
he hoard ridets st Maaly afe Jw

I'" {1 fee” Thaey ride wilh simosy Mawai|

nosa, pariiculariy yeung Walke
“_,' e auiie the "werf Wearé king."

Tes Crosulls Club bas arranged
moal (aisresiing programme for Mo
day, st Croaulls Besch. Thers mfo saven

ihe Abaatos of crowds, and guliy (a for sob
siresusua practice—parileuiarly with ihe jot
board, or “ole." s the Hawalisos call |
Thers are several of thess In use al both Cos

[

sigiit pompetitive surl evonts, with & like pum

Ber ol unigoe Bed soveliles. 11 shsuld be

raal plomin day, for the loeal people bave gos

Jun--l-tunhlnu make ihe day = wFu

o

Surfing. Use of boards. Trouble at Coogee.

Source: Baker, Harald. Evening News, January 1, 1914, page 4 and April 11 1914, page 10.
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“... Ready to enter the surf to ride the waves on their miniature surfboards at Newcastle Beach”.

Newcastle Sun, 13 January 1933, page 10.




She hod the surf all 1o herself

for hours at Manly vesterday,

but she had tons of room in
which to use her sur| board.

“All alone”. Manly

P
i l_f' S R SRS (A0 AL ST
THE SURF SMILE ||

Awny from the kitchen slave, this is
‘ the life for mel

“The surf smile. Away from the
kitchen stove, this is the life for me”.

Source: The Labor Daily, September 6, 1932, page 5 and September 20, 1933, page 5.

“What are the wild waves saying”.

BAYING?

Dunlop Perdrian board at Bondi. National Advocate, 1932,19 February, page 4.



Joys of “A Life
on the
Ocean Wave”

Tﬂm sre many, who, standing on our

beaches, have watched with a wistful ap-
preciation the wonderful exhibitions of surf-
shooling by some of our surf club members.
I have spoken with many who have never
tried seriously to emulats thess boys, being
doterred by man exaggerated Idea of the dif-
Beulty, and by the erroneocus notlon that only
& “speed merchant” might aspire to pro-

ficlency,
H.\k‘l’ of our axpsrt surfers are by no

means fast swimmers, Spesd is an | 0t surface
ssslstance to the learner, but even a

poor swimmer may becomse expert. In

this, as in all elme, practice makes per-

1 an? to enjoy fully the delights of
. ow

ERNEST HENRY
Surf{ Champion of
Australia, 19267

break Is completa he never reaches the
the wave
breaks the Leginner will Invarlably be
ovarwhelmed temporarily by water from
abave and behind, and the wave be lost,
But the fAirst hard step I8 over, and woou
be learns Lo *"hold' it

yond.  Whan

Even a Poor Swimmer
May Become
An Expert Surfer.

little more than moving
is gone. To hold It yet, as the competitive swim-
mer must de, there remalns one last expedisnt.
The arms are gulckly thrust cut to thelr full ex-
tent, hands together and palms down. This move-
menl must be made through the alr, and not
through the water, since the slightest Incremsa
In resistance causes one to “drop off.” The legs
lowered and, with the facs Immersed, the
shook may thus be extended by the adept for o fow
yards, Kicking Is an assistance at this stags, but
it should be remembered that it 1s no
longer & trus shoot once such measurss
are employed. It may be polnted out also
that In so far an ordinary shooting s
suncerned, in the above tances
alons should the arme

Waves vary o great d
-‘ln\
1

froth, the exhilaration

in

"GETTING ON" A
WAVE

Learnors should
try firat with waves
in shallow water—

my about to th e
=|chest. Thea right
klnd of wave must

ften be chosen, and

must contaln & good
body' of water nnd
ba  unbroken.
moment to make llu
Mtempt I8 n second
or so hefors t h e
** The nurrar

twenty feet until his
chent touches gently
on the eand—a dis-
tance of

lwe hund-

At x\h«r llmn the
waves are disord

od and
one in Iuek
a few s
short di;

THE

to catch
ones for
ances.
DUMPER
To the discerning

eyo the “dumper” is

ne  towards
and elther
|I>y I.m.mu:

om or b

wnde:

nearly am possible equal to that of the
wave. Thera will be fallures caused by
| misjudgment of time. But soon the
surfer will feel that be ls really “on” a
| wave. MHe feels

rhen this

The end o,f a ;mr)'m‘t 5.’mul‘

ru
th a spsed through the water Il] An experienced shooler knows precisely

w ak and surge will eecur,
and his experience has taught him how
It may be circumvented
shift the welght
the lft and thrust of | furward.

of the 1}

The

The lden iz t

ilders aro

readily picked out.
Whereas the Ideal
wave “ecracks”
gently, showing =
slowly descending, the
» green and menacing, It up-
¥, the crest curling over to
crash ol waler some feet shead.
allghtly [ It I= almeat impossible to ride this type.
Bunchied, | But a good long whoot on a good big

On it, under it, and waiting for it.

the Incoming roller, & sensation of speed, {and the face put

and of falling, water,
Al t propulsion are

apoll the rhoot

ow super-
The grme

Ernest Henry (1927). Surf shooting - the tricks explained.

o wave which

momentarily
The surfer now fi

under | wave—ihls =surely In the sport of goda
he fa|0Ut of water to the waist, the shootsr
3 | hurtles dawn the translucent slape, The
ixlng wway from his hips and
Ie- sireaming horizontally un-
mark the track 1|P this
Though in the posl ke
oy »unump—d by many, hers he
rides with his compeers—the Kings of
| the Surt,

Smiths Weekly, 24 December 1927, page 4.



While surfboard collectors have old wooden boards in their collections, the origin of these boards is often difficult to
establish.

water with her new surf board. |’

“Barbara Brown-Parker leaves
the water with her new surf Australian redwood board found under
board”. a house at Umina Beach.

Photos: The Newcastle Sun, 10 October 1944; Wayne Priestly.

Grays brand bellyboards bought to
Australia by Mr and Mrs Milne from
England. The boards were used at Fly-
Fanny and Ellie Cook, from Failford with cedar nns beach on visits to Port Macquarie
boards. in the 1950s.

Source: Photo from Doust, J: Past days around Wallis Lake, its rivers and villages. c¢. 1999 and Port Macquarie
Surfing Museum.
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Reportedly Sydney, May 1931.

gy g U .

“Man riding a surfboard in a prone position”.

Original source unknown; Manly Art Gallery & Museum website. Frank Bell photograph, pre. 1922.



2 Northern Territory

The Northern Territory is not known for surf and little is known about indigenous surfing in Australia, prior to the
1950s. The excerpt from a US documentary narrated by Ray Forrest demonstrates there might be a lot more to the
story.
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Aborigines of Arnhem Land, Australia, (ca 1950)

Excerpt from https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UJItGC8fMVc Aborigines of Arnhem Land

3 Queensland

Greenmount 1912.

Bill Gordon, 30-40s. Arnhem Land.

1914 - Hugh Gasteen, Ena Muller, Hilda
Watkins and Rud Muller at Greenmount
Beach.

Source: Photo courtesy Baker, T. Australia’s Century of Surf and (R) unknown.



Surf-shooting (a term still used in 1944) was popular in Queensland, though there was limited media coverage
identified. In 1925 a 14-year old child wrote of using a surfboard while spending his holidays at Burleigh Head and
articles from 1925 and 1927 refer to surfing with and without boards. However most interest was in the bigger “Duke
boards. The 1934 article refers to small boards, though no length is specified. Control of surfboards and “other floats
was raised as a concern in 1944 (Author unknown, 1944, July 17).
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| Coolanzatta Beaches

taljane. (On the Tringe of the crowd of
llll“;ﬂ“::l;h:-ﬂm E.llll‘folf:r 1* 0 Ipn' : Thronged
{ i34 sure ¥ rom
ing shprewards in nnnt of the in- COOLANGATTA, December 31
comipng combera on u board, and away in Afler n week of mosl unploasant
the distauce ope noticed the more venture- | wenther, combining wind and fain.
mmo nsers I1f the big "Dukn” swrf boinds, to-day broke glocioualy flne.  The
who ride their big boards like Trltaw. populnr surfing beaches ol  Cieeen-
whmu shanding epect, but, m mount and Kirra wrre thronged all
ag not, balancing on Lgnr Im.-i- .L env v v and although the hen m{!
of their [sw expert buthun lnd tiu which was running on Salurday had
admiretion of the crowd moderated considerably, It still  had
Now and lllill a \'tnl.u.rpurm ‘Elur ﬂ;[ﬂ;iﬂ;;"ﬂﬂ:k" in It to provide plenty
oyt e A

::af: Ilu I‘al;:; ﬂ’.ﬂﬁt 'i'.':dvl? Il!n.k u': Bplendid exhibltions of shooling the |
eXx Yshpotwt” finde hie greatest de- breakroy were glven sy the “Duke™ surf
light, and was fulhwﬂ% others, whn board cxperts, ma well a3 with and
werg mulj..i by the .au.;am. whosa without the small boards while numer-
alogan i “ealety first.” oun canoes appeared In the surf.

The work of the [ife-savine patrols

“Unalloyed joy. Holiday at the Tweed. A
brilliant spectacle”. “Sunshine and Surf. Crowds at beaches”.

Sources: The Brisbane Courier, 28 December 1925, page 5 and The Courier-Mail, 10 January 1927, page 10.

SURF RIDING.

Gaily painted Surf Boards, barmonising with the bright Hues of Costum: Shoot the brea s thri i
Drasing Clovrrs, and Tawela, became part of the grent. Kaleldecope of  the woting the breakers is a surfing thrill that thousands
Popalsr Beaches in “tha Seasoa.” enjoy, but the addition of a board makes a wonderful
y difference.
“Gaily painted surf boards”. “Surf riding”

Sources: The Telegraph, 26 December 1931, page 9 and (R) The Brisbane Courier, 2 January 1933, page 12.



SECOND PRIZE
SENIOA DIVIEBION,

HOW | SPENT MY HOLIDAYS

I (By Malcolm Justing, 14 yoars.)
“Tiowrn hy the sen,
That's the place for me”

My mister, bouthor, and I certalnly
agreed with thin Lltle rhymi  when,
after a Jourasy of 3§ hours by Lain
and then a mhort tidein a moiorsbies,
wro arrived ot Burleigh Hends,  And
then! oh, what a glorious Ume we
had!

Thoe cousalens ronr of the surf break-
g on the silver sande seemed o call
weto L and many “m dip o the brink”

o ahaol the  Toaming Wioen Ko e on sl
Pboard, and what fun it was ducking
and chasing one anather,

But the surf is only one of Bur-
felgh's many attreciions and we fully
mtilieed all of them for auy pleasare.

How pleasant angd exciti wa# the
elimbing of Blg Burleigh, & high rocky
mounisln: fad How adeyehturdns we
tmagined nurselves aa we sesled LIt
PBurlcigh and the Nobby, 1wa other
hilla which groatly add o Durlelgl's
Beauty amd attractivepesn

Then thers wrre ihe hoat trips on
Tallwbudgernta Creck, and 1the fishinge,
from which we derived plenty of ex-
cltement and pleasure. The beautlful
mtretch of begoh, of which Burleich re-
widents are jusly proud. provided on
with the means for competitions and

EAmes.

Truly we had n most enforabie and
Pleasant hollday, mul we are thanklul
to our parcnis fof allowing us Lo spend
our holidoy at such a beautiful and
m:m affording miace ns  Burlegh

“How I spent my holidays”.

we enjoyed, Oh! How dellghiful it wan |

“A graceful performer on the surf board”.

Sources: The Telegraph, 21 February 1925, page 10 and Daily Standard, 11 January 1932, page 15.



Maroochydore c. 1924. Winnie Moore 1924, Kirra.

Source: Photos courtesy Gary Clist and Mooloolooba Surf Museum.
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Ted Crease 1920s, Main Beach. Ted Crease 1920s, Main Beach.

Source: Photos Karen Wright.
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Main Beach ¢.1922. Longhurst, R (1994). Southport images of Yesteryear 1880-1955.

Wood skim boards (2'10” x 13 3/4” and 2’6" x 14”)
occasionally used as bellyboards on Stradbroke Island
and Dicky Beach. Made ¢.1930s by Samuel Blunt, a
Brisbane cabinet-maker. Grandson Harold recalls riding
Wood boards from different eras and locations. them as a child.

Source: Currumbin Surfworld museum and Gary O’Donnell.



“Young Surfers Paradise Life Savers preparing for the first ever flipper race at a Broadbeach Surf Carnival, 1947”.
Source: City Council, Local Studies Print Photographs LS LSP013723.

Flippers paved the way for bellyboards to be more than a shorebreak adventure. Source: City Council, Local Studies
Print Photographs LS LSP013723.



4 South Australia

Although relatively few photos were located in South Australian newspapers, those located spanned the period 1930
to 1938. What these and other photos show is that bellyboards were popular in this period and into the 1940s. A
1950s magazine contained a photo of Judith Ingoldby at Moana. Ms Ingoldby had recently returned from a trip to
England. The c. 1926 photo by Doris Constance Barnes appeared in print in 1928 and one of the earliest photos of
South Australian surfing.

“Surfers with planks in Petrel Cove, c. 1926”. Source: https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+52721 and
Observer (1928, March 3), page 37. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/165638426

“Coming out of the surf with

their surfboards are Misses

Nancy Angus and Mary Lucas” “Miss Eileen Sudholz is shown
in action on a surfboard.”

Sources: The Register News Pictorial, 6 January 1930, page 1 and The Chronicle 17 January, 1932, page 41.



“A view of one of the several sunbathed, sun-fringed beaches at Victor Harbour beaches”.Source: The Advertiser, 31
December 1932, page 20.

"
THE THHEILL OF SUFFING sppes fu mauy. and lhowe s
Wintriet. The sarters haws just coms in o0 o by wa

Wiie HarBor make 166 e ol he Breskers which em srmding 8 irm the Sesthers (rebs & Bee pEnsran pAotigrags fakes 91 Chites FOCks, The mowt pepsiar sseting spel in The Vieter Markor ang Esmanter Bay
are raberning te Wit fr another, Afihauth bt ressts in this spert e sbiaieed when o terf beard s wsed, wad suimmers ome fa un the ki sasiéed.  The dunger fram wodwrdow hnds s wded phril

“Enjoying the surf at Chiton Rocks. The thrill of surfing”. Source: News 27 December, 1933, page 8.



A well-known wool-buyer, Mr. Jack Hammer of Adelaide showy the “boys™
at Scarborough the real way to use a surf board. He i one of South
£ Australina’s cleverest sxponents

“Real Surfing”. Jack Hammer of Adelaide. Source: Truth(Perth), 16 February 1930, page 6.

Snapshols s 8,
Tt e B

Chiton Rocks

EMIOVTING fhe puiriles nf beach wnd
et &l Chiten Recks Top righi—
Faily 'Des and Lorraime e
Clrele—Beitr Sawers, Retlr Pewell
=l Fay  Maiters  Bslew—Nancy
Twrhls Cirlds fack. and Thie Stewart

“Snapshots at Chiton Rocks”. Patty O’Dea and Lorraine Wood. Source: The Advertiser, 1 January 1935, page 7.



BLACK AND WMITE STUDY I bithisg retumes il

i bitn B Wi I Gek il S ewe

Bray Were sy Uhe meny sirartes visiaes si Ul
Fashoemshle srrmirerane

AIT AT & sy s, Ghe femm—fieched mol a1 Chiaon Bass
TSI ARl A el Wik reaihe of Baip opiee e,
rotuped W gymm Maliday st el FrEmE gETiies Mg
1L wen n day mf tval wabriberasion,

“Burst Of Warm Weather Stimulates Surf Revels At Victor Harbour. Mrs Aubrey Kellner sped shorewards in dashing
style”. Source: The Advertiser 1 January, 1936, page 7.



Although poor quality, the photo below appeared in a new Zealand newspaper. The photo caption states: “
FAVOURITE SUMMER PASTIME. In the surf at Victor Harbour, South Australia, where swimmers are very expert
in the use of the surf-board. Surfing has gained in popularity in New Zealand of recent years, and similar scenes may
be seen, on summer days at Lyall Bay and other beaches round Wellington”, which highlights both the popularity of
surfing in South Australia but also New Zealand at the time.

“Favourite = summer  pastime, 1936”. Evening  Post, 7  March 1936, page 23.
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/evening-post,/1936,/03/07/23.

“Here are Messrs. Neil and Ewan Goodchild
“Riding the surf to shore”. on the way to the water.

Source: “Surf and topless bathers at Moana.” News, 1938 17 January, page 10.



1940s 4’6” South Aust. Hire board. SDR 1940s 4’6” South Aust. Hire
-Surf Dumper Riders. board. Bottom view

Source: Mike Brown collection.
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Jack Holder- 1944 in Bougainville. “.. it was
safer lying down” Graham Avery - Pt Elliot 1947.

Source: Tracks Oct 2003, p. 41 and Source: Reid, C (2019). Cactus.



1930s 5’ oak and maple board. Deck view.

Source: Mike Brown collection

Lamaroo reported to have been rented by Victor
Harbour Hotel 1930-40.

Source: ‘Red Robo’.

Copper plates fasten the board.

Lamaroo nose.



Lamaroo bottom.

Source: Insert by South Australian Government Publicity and
Tourist Bureau, Adelaide and “Red Robo” photo.


https://www.surfresearch.com.au/1930_Picturesque_Australia.html
https://www.surfresearch.com.au/1930_Picturesque_Australia.html
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Sam Burston and friends at Chiton Beach. Late 1920s.

B 73330/11

Surfers on the beach. Chiton Beach c. 1930. Photo by Charles Hoffman.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roy_Burston and
https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+73330/11.



Six foot, 1940s board.

5’5” board.

Source: Photos by Mike Brown.

Mike Brown advised: “Story goes the guy who made them was a Patternmaker for Holdens down here at Peterhead
Factory. This was in the 40’s. The Yanks used to send down car parts for re assembly at this place Packards Caddys
etc. Anyway he was a ‘Surfer’ as was his wife The parts for cars came in wooden boxes. They were made of
Cherrywood a hard timber ... He painted them “Holden Blue” ... Vee in the nose as you can see, 6’ one for him, 5’5”
for Mum. He made the brackets to clamp on the passengers side of his car. Very clever guy except his wife couldnt
open her door as it was clamped with the board carrier.”



































































































Bellyboards in the surf: December 1947. Items held by State Library of Victoria. Collection as part of Victorian
Railways collection: https://find.slv.vic.gov.au/permalink /61SLV_INST/17t4912 /alma9917030303607636.



Bellyboards in the surf: December 1947. Items held by State Library of Victoria. Collection as part of Victorian
Railways collection: https://find.slv.vic.gov.au/permalink /61SLV_INST/17t4912 /alma9917030303607636.

BRINGING BACK the surfboard, with two pretiy
assistants, at Lorne.

“Happy people have fun on holidays.

Bringing back the surfboard, with two
pretty assistants, at Lorne”.

“You’re in the money if you're in a
circle, and another £2 for the young
lad with the glasses in the group of
surfboard riders.”

The Argus 11 January 1950, page 5. The Age 16 January 1953, page 4.



Source: Alison Gray, Portsea. Australasian Post,9 January 1947. https://collections.sea.museum/objects/ with
additional detail provided by Kate Pentecost

ST S e e ol s Ay

Boards: 4 to 5’6 x 11 -15” used at Lorne and Torquay
Lightning Bolt. guesthouses.

Photos courtesy Laurie Thompson and Bob Smith.



While the origins of the
boards below are not
specifically known,

they are located in the
Torquay area.

Photos courtesy Bryan Hayden.

While the origins of the
boards below are not
specifically known,

they are located in the
Torquay area.

An original Lightning Bolt, Nose with reinforcement, Protective brass insert in nose area. Bryan Hayden collection.



67 x 1115 x 308 mm board. This and other boards were used by Jen- e =
nifer Smyth (nee Haggard), her brother and sister on Phillip Island Another Smyth family

through the 1930s until they were eventually replaced by surfoplanes.Photo: board. Photo courtesy
https://collections.sea.museum/objects/ Benita Buchanan.

Summerland Golf House, Phillip Island 1935. Jennifer Smyth’s father - Geoffrey Haggard and her sister, Jacqueline
with one of the boards behind them on the verandah. Photo courtesy Benita Buchanan.



“2 women walking in shallows at beach, whole-length, to right, one
holding beach ball, the other a surfboard”. Source identified by
Stephanie McCarthy-Reece, Waverley Library N.S.W.

Victorian Railways, c¢. 1940-1954. https://viewer.slv.vic.gov.au/.



7  Western Australia

Newspaper photos indicate surfing was popular on Perth’s metropolitan beaches, particularly Scarborough, though
evidence of surfing south to Bunbury and north to Geraldton was reported. The Geraldton Guardian of 11 March
1926 (page 10 noted that surfing ’is the “rage” on the metropolitan beaches, and every week-end one can see hosts of
merry-makers with surf-boards disporting among the breakers’. H.E.C’s column in the 2 February 1928 issue of the
Western Mail noted that visitors from the eastern states “first drew attention to Geraldton’s facilities for surfing and
for boards” (page 31).

In terms of what was being surfed, the Truth of January 23 1926 has a column referring to the problem of
disappearing ironing boards from guesthouses, re-purposed to ride waves. Two years later H.E.C describes the boards
ridden at Geraldton, as head high x 16 inches wide x 1/2” thick. The articles by H.E.C also offers tips to riding the
boards (below). Interestingly , a short report in the West Australian of 7 February 1931, records a case in the Perth
Childrens’ Court of four boys who stole four surfboards valued at 2 pounds 10 shillings (12 shillings 50 pence each), a
price comparable to the Tasmanian boards of 1938. Punishment was 12 months probation (page 11). A possible
difference between West Australia and Victoria, is that a 7 December 1929 West Australian photo caption
commented that “few of the fair sex have been tempted” to ride surfboards whereas Victorian photos abound with
women. This likely changed as a Call News photo of 6 February 1931 shows. This photo is also interesting because it
notes: “Gaiety isn’t clouded by financial worries in the breakers where these happy girl surfers are enjoying life to the
full.” (page 1). Another photo, in The Daily News of 30 January 1931 is captioned: “Now bring on your depression”
(page 2). Surfing clearly was seen as a way to escape the hardships of the times. A story about a stolen board
reported there were a 1000 surfboards at Scarborough (Mirror February 4 1933, page 11).

To surf one walks out to the edge of
the shallow water, shooting over the in-
coming breakers. On reaching the region
of the “green 'uns™ one stands firmly on
the bottom holding the board in frent of
the body. Awthe wave reaches the surfer
he is caught and  carried to its summit,
when the wave breaks with the board on
top of it. The rush to the bottom is one
of the big thrills of the sport. Then the
board commences to rush shorewards till
it stranda the surfer high and dry,

Bkill in handling the breakers only
comea with practice. Old surfers are able

i to stand on tha'r hands and other stunts,
SURF-BOARDS. but these entail the usa of a bigger boarl,
w hich iaf heavier to handle. Another di-
At & rival resest s ades) version for the skilled surfer is to “bod
came popular and mm:.‘adn "u::: surf” without the aid of a board. T'Iai
:::lummw::: ;mm:-m average beginner ecan master the art in
s ""w"",m“"-“’w""“‘ several days. A peculiarity of all devo-
could tell you, for ircning boards, wash- tees of the surf 18 their strong wrists,
ing bou:-ﬂ-:: u-!r.lhnn'.ll all dlsap- w hich the_mui[ling of the hoard develops.
""‘m'd“ e e it e i Burfing is the most glorions sport of all,
boards as s0om as it was discovered | The thrill of speed is combined with the
that u..n:m of them lashed mg| | tang of the galt, erisp air, the blaze of
—— nu“d‘hmﬂht.‘.‘mm. e | the sun, and the pride of controlling an
ht.:; of a young maa .-::.. visited the | Erm:i!l bmlrd in t Fr}iiﬂ hrﬁ.hkm hOnm
undertaker's bespoke a surfer, always a surfer, e ch seen
i m:‘:lm |3;n::‘ny new faces, but never loses an old
Disappearing ironing and wash boards. “Surfing at Geraldton.”

Source: “Surf-boards”. Truth, January 23 1926, page 9. H.E.C. ‘Shooting “Green Uns”.” The West Australian 2
February 1928, page 29.



To surf one walks out to the edge of
the shallow water, shooting over the in-
coming breakers. On reaching the region
of the “green "uns™ one stands firmly on
the bottom holding the board in front of
the body., Aws the wave reaches the surfer
he is caught and  ecarried to it summit,
when the wave breaks with the board on
top of it. The rush to the bottom is one
of the big thrills of the sport, Then the
board commences to rush shorewards till
it strands the surfer high and dry.

Skill in handling the breakers only
comes with practice. Old surfers are able
to stand on thar hands and other stunts,
but these entail the use of a bigger board,
which is heavier to handle. Another di-
version for the skilled surfer is to “body
surf” without the aid of a board, The
average beginner can master the art in
several days. A peculiarity of all devo-
tees of the surf 18 their strong wrists,
which the guiding of the hoard develops.

Burfing is the most glorions sport of all,
The thrill of gpeed is combined with the
tang of the malt, erisp air, the blaze of
the sun. and the pride of controlling an
errant board in the hig breakers. Once
a surfer, always a surfer, The beach pees
many new faces, but never loses an old
one.

H.E.C. ‘Shooting “Green Uns”.” The West Australian 2 February 1928, page 29.
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The Western Mail February 11, 1926. Cover.




“Boys of the beach.” “Coming in on a roller.”

Source: The West Australian (Pictorial section) 2 February 1928, page viii.

Carvied wn e weve,  The reset wert carnival a8 asbery s s tpiriiel snpaition of Ba w of partSesrd.

“Surfing Bunbury. Carried on the wave. The recent surf carnival at Bunbury saw
some spirited expositions of the use of surf-boards.”

ON THE CREST OF A WAVE.

Sur! boards have been introdwced s metropolitan beaches, but, 5o far, enly @ tew of tha fair sex have been fempied te ride the waves In this way.

“On the crest of a wave. Surf boards have been introduced on metropolitan beaches,
but, so far only a few of the fair sex have been tempted to ride the waves in this

2

way.

Source: The West Australian 2 February 1928, page 29 and 7 December 1929, page 6.



“Riding the Surf”, ¢.1929

“Swimmers with the type of board used at Scarborough”c.1929. Bros Kurvil & Freddy Bartlet on ends, others
unidentified. Bob Brown photo.

Source: Originally in the Western Mail (1929, 24 January), p.63. Republished in Old Scarborough by Chris Holyday.




SURF-BOARDS AT SCARBOROUGH.

RIDING THE WAVES.

Hundreds of bathers wsed their surf-boards at Scarborough during the Christ-

Riding the waves on st mm‘w@_m ik mas holidays. The photograph Iﬁﬂl‘:i:' s:r'l‘u' waiting for the wave to pick
“Riding the waves on surf boards is becoming a popular “Hundreds of bathers used their surf-boards at Scarbor-
sport on metropolitan beaches as this picture taken at ough during the Christmas holidays. The photograph
Ocean Beach, Cottesloe, yesterday, shows.” shows a surfer waiting for the wave to pick him up.”

Source: The West Australian 9 December 1929, page 22 and 29 December 1930, page 10.
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NCREASING POPULARITY OF SCARBOROUGH BEA(

“Increasing popularity of Scarborough Beach.” The Sunday Times, 20 April 1930, page 13.



Fal

Scarborough Beach.—West Australia’s most popular suriboard
heach.

“Scarborough Beach - West Australia’s most popular surfing beach.”

REAL SURFING.

A well-known wool-buyer, Mr. Jack Hammer of Adelaide shows the “boys™
at Scarborough ths real way to use a surf board. He in one of South
¢ Australia’s cleverest axponents

“Real Surfing. A well-known wool-buyer, Mr Jack Hammer of Adelaide shows
the ’boys’ at Scarborough the real way to use a surf board. He is one of South
Australia’s cleverest exponents”.

Source: The Truth, 16 February 1930 pages 10 and 16.



HAFPFY SURF-BOARD RIDEKRS: Gaicty isn't clonded by Saancial worries on the begehes where Hhese
happy girl surfers are enjoying life to the full

“Gaiety isn’t clouded by financial worries in the breakers where these happy girl surfers are
enjoying life to the full.”

AUW BRING ON YOUR Dhescasie.s
You'i and beouty and both thrill 1o the  exhilaration of smrf boarding st Scarborough.

“Now bring on your depression”.

Source: Call News, 6 February 1931, pages 1. The Daily News, 30 January 1931, page 2.



Summer Seas and Surf Boards
ﬂuwmmyﬁu&ym-lhmb.:’dn;imybmnndoldmhydlhewoliuinhmoflbewf
sea breezes.

“Summer seas and surf boards.”

ON THEIR WAY TO THE SURF

oy B

These girls and thelr male escort aremaking their way to the beach, and
are not a bit perlurbed at having only one surfboard between them.
“On their way to the surf”.

Source: The Daily News, 13 February 1932, page 4. The Sunday Times 13 November 1932, page 9.

PETERS K2 Cagay
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McGovern’s store ¢.1932, with boards to the left. Source: Jim King’s Surfing down south.


https://surfingdownsouth.com.au/2023/12/16/old-scarborough-beach-images/

Scarborough beach hire board - i B
early 20th century. Scarborough beach hire board - early 20th century.

Photos courtesy Rhys Jones.

RFBOA AT SCARBOROUGH : A ha uﬂmmmhmnﬁ-
- ““Mum“hl:u :-h-"hr#

“Surfboards at Scarborough.” The Western Mail 28 January 1932, page 17.



SURF BOARDS AT SCARBOROUGH.

Twe surifers st Scarbereugh yosterdsy merning riding & wave sn their beards.

“Surf boards Scarborough.”
THIS LOOKS LIKE SUMMER

'~

.
THE Yol Mi: MAN in this picture who dashied ashore on his surf-beard al Scarborough tesday reckons  that
summer's really here Dow

“This looks like summer” - Scarborough

Source: The West Australian 7 November 1932, page 12. Mirror November 4 1933, page 1.



URFBOARD SHINDY AT ‘
JCARBOROUGH

Tearoom Proprietor Freed of Charge
of Unlawful Possession

— . —————

1

There are 1000 surf boards at Scarborough.
_ Sometimes when you are dumped in a forest of flying
timber it might seem like a million, but 1000 is the estimate |
of a Scarborough resident. |

The guery mrose during ihe hearing Talies [ when
Sydmey O Goldineh, whe runs 8 Loarvims ol .ﬂﬂm“::n:--.uf
wiih the wnlawinl pessession of & surfheagrd.

* This bowrd was weed by s theatrieal attendant named Say Duvis bisd sam-
T, Gnd (hem was left in ibhe rore of Thomas Fewler, a Searborsugh —shere-
::-r-r.l:.l'ﬂl-rhru-iﬂhbmﬂ-uh thirep others in his dressing sheds,

WHEN THE SHEDS WERE OPENED UP

I'lrfrh;'rruﬂ lﬂ-m-':ﬂ the boards were missing.

ima wan reporisd (o the police aml Insl Samday, 7.0, Geenlell, of Lesd-
erville, wenl ihrough Gohifiseh's steck of hoards, And here be discoversd one
llsnd bore the sieocilling “Geldie's 159" bui which ihe consiable Wentiled ws
the ons e was looking for.

Firsy of all Golifineh said the board wns his: lader be sald @ was =

B lhlt_:d been lefl in his possession, ihe ronsiable told Mr. H. I

Mir, J. MeMillan ifor Galdfinch): Didn't I say be poi bis name e the
privale boards amid his brand on his own®=—%a,

Gaokiflnch, who clalms 390 of ihe 198 surfl boards af Searboroagh, sl
shores aboui MW for private imdividuals, explaioed ithat be put his nume  and

nimber
.ON PRIVATE BOARDS AS AN ADVERTISEMENT

His awn boarids bors 8 brand of twas circles barssil g wilh 5 plees of pips,
The swribowrsl thai all e foss was sbont musi have been belt i hils tes-
rooiins, he sibl, Bt be dbin'l koew who eamed b,

“These people whe leave bemnds with yos, can Uy Wentily them?™ the
il FRNE T ALA

“¥es, they growrally pich them oul,” replied Galdfine,
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“Surfboard shindy at Scarborough.” Mirror February 4 1933, page 11.



TIS SURF-TIME AGAIN

These voung ladies. who so typically represent the thousands that
sought the surf beaches yesterday, didn’t seem to mund if the
temperature was in the vicinity of 100 degrees

“Tis surf time again.”

“Riding the surf. Despite the excitement caused by the undertow, surfers at Scarborough
enjoyed themselves last weekend.”

Source: The Sunday Times November 12 1933, page 1. The Swan Leader 17 November 1933, page 1.
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