
New Zealand from the 1960s

(a) Dave Jackman and Tony Butt, with one of
Dave’s paipo. November 2011.

(b) Peter White, Tony Butt and unidentified paipo
rider - Muriwai, 1967.

Source: Photos by Bob Green and courtesy Peter White.

Dave Jackman (http://mypaipoboards.org/interviews/DaveJackman/), an Australian surfer permanently moved to
New Zealand in 1963. He had been exposed to the Paipo Nui style boards from trips to Hawaii and went on to ride
a slightly, narrower and longer version (see above photo).
Peter White (http://mypaipoboards.org/interviews/PeterWhite/) had also visited Hawaii and brought back a Paipo
Nui board, which he copied and sold to fellow members of the Muriwai surf club.
Tony Butt (http://mypaipoboards.org/interviews/TonyButt/) bought one of these boards which he used over a 15
year period around Muriwai. Below is a 1967 article featuring Peter White.

Flett, N. (1967) Auckland Star, courtesy Peter White



Photo courtesy of E. Bishop. Central Auckland Research Centre Auckland Libraries. Nga Whare Matauranga o
Tamaki Makaura



In addition, to Peter White and Tony Butt, other surfers included Gary Butt, Mike Lawson and ’Red’ Luton. Below
are photos of boards ridden by Tony, Mike and Peter. Al these boards were made from plywood, by Peter White
using a wooden mould and clamps.

(a) Tony Butt’s board. (b) Tony Butt’s board

(a) Mike Lawson’s board. (b) Peter White’s board.

Source: Photos courtesy Tony Butt and Peter White.

Red’s board hangs in the Muriwai surf club. In the photo below Peter White is holding the original Val Valentine
Paipo Nui board he brought back from Hawaii. Charlie Straumietis also surfed at Muriwai. His father made him
a similar style board which he eventually rode on his knees. He also added fins and when onto riding kneeboards
which he continues to ride.



(a) Red Luton’s board. (b) Peter White at Whangerai.

Source: Photos courtesy Pauline Butt and Peter White

There are few other accounts of bellyboards being ridden after the 1960s. Peter White recalls seeing a board made
by him at Tauranga, while the Great Barrier Islands had been surfed by Maroubra surfers (Peden 2010) and Rocky
Hall, from the South Island had surfed on a small ply bellyboard in Victoria (Callaghan 2010, Carson 2010) before
returning to New Zealand.

Peter White. Photo courtesy Peter White.

This solid wood board was owned by Jeff Drinkwater back in the 1960s when he was becoming a teenager. His family
spent Christmas holidays for many years in Auckland and north of Auckland. His mother had written on the rear
of the board. In the photograph below this board, two bellyboards can be seen in the shop window.



(a) Jeff Drinkwater ’Surf Boy’ board. (b) 3’6 3/4” x 11 1/2” - Surf Boy bellyboard.

New Plymouth Surf Shop 1963. Bellyboards in the window. Photo courtesy: Williamson, Luke (2000). Gone Surfing.



(a) Dell bellyboard. (b) Dell bellyboard.

Source: Photos courtesy James Newby.

(a) Quane bellyboard. (b) Quane bellyboard.

Source: Photos courtesy James Newby.



(a) Mark Ogram Lipsticks.
(b) Made for Robyn in Whangamata in the
mid 80’s.

Source: Photos Unknown

Big Sun paipo. 4’6 x 22’ x 2’3/4. Ryan Glover shape. Source: https://www.bigsun.nz/products/big-sun-lord-board.



Ricardo Paes tested a prototype in 2010 and since around 2016-2017 has been creating Cork bodyboards. Now based
in New Plymouth, the twin-finned boards are reported to be 65% upcycled styrofoam in the core and 30% cork and
5% paulownia.

(a) Cork bodyboard. (b) Twin finned board.

Source: Photos courtesy https://www.facebook.com/corkbodyboards/posts/.

(a) Cork boards in action. (b) Cork boards in action.

Source: Photos courtesy https://www.facebook.com/corkbodyboards/posts/

Based in Auckland Hebri Boards produce wooden bellyboards. Many resemble the traditional UK style bellyboard.



(a) Hebri Boards. (b) Hebri Boards.

Source: Photos courtesy https://www.facebook.com/hebriboardsltd/

Mamo handplanes have also made some paipo boards.

(a) Japanese Cedar
with Tasmania Black wood,
finish with homemade beeswax polish.

(b) 12mm central concave, with 80mm
wide 10mm deep chines to the rails.

Source: Photos courtesy https://www.facebook.com/MAMOHandplanes



(a) Pani Marsh home made paipo.
Photo Pani Marsh.

(b) Kerry Hunt paulownia boards, with redwood stringers.
Source: https://www.facebook.com/groups/404306646826482/posts/596556504268161/


